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perfectly well any small group of Senators could prevent
its being taken. Congress has been summoned to meet in
April. By that time, either the submarine warfare against
England will have succeeded, in which case what Mr. Wil-
son does is of no earthly consequence, or, what is far more
probable, it will have failed, in which case, he will have put
us in the ignoble position of sheltering our selves behind
the British Navy until all danger is past. Indeed, he has
already put us in such a position. The twelve Senators
were slightly worse than Mr. Wilson; but the difference
was not material. The difference between. Mr. Wilson's
conduct and proper patriotic conduct, however, is abysmal.
Under such circumstances, a general 'strong support' of
Mr. Wilson's conduct stands on an exact level with 'strong
support' of President Buchanan's conduct as regards
slavery and secession."

For several weeks Eoosevelt had been in active corre-
spondence with men in all parts of the country who had
applied for service in the military division he had asked
the Government for permission to take to France. Every-
thing that could be done without such permission was com-
pleted in March, and on the 23rd of that month he went to
Florida, on invitation of his friend, Eussell J. Coles, to
hunt for devil fish. While in Florida he made a brief speech
at Punta Gorda, on April 1, 1917, in which he denounced
pacifists and said:

" There are only two classes in this country now. There
are Americans and anti-Americans. We have got to handle
this situation right now, and to do it right we have got to
send an army to France."

In an editorial article in the Metropolitan Magazine,
entitled "Now We Must Fight," advance sheets of which
were given out to the press on April 2, 1917, he said:

"We love life, but there are things we love even more
than life, and we feel that we are loyal to all that is highest
in America's past when we act on the belief that those only
are fit to live who are not afraid to die."